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To Change or Not to Change 
That is the Question 
by Nick Teig 
Acting Secondary Principal 
The Laboratory School, for a variety of reasons has not 
given as much attention to programming for the intennediate 
grades as it has at the elementary and secondary level. During 
the decade of the 80's there was a vast amount of challenge and 
change in the nation's schools concerning the adolescent years 
and appropriate schooling for this age group. As we consider 
the possibilities of a change in Price Laboratory School's 
approach to its offerings and programs for adolescents, we 
need to draw heavily on the existing body of knowledge. 
In less than ten years, PLS will be graduating students 
into the next century. The world is changing at a rapid rate. 
According to a speaker at the recent ITC Conference in 
Waterloo, "Knowledge now doubles every six years." The 
transfonnation of our society by the rapid changes in science 
and technology has a profound effect on today's education and 
will continue to impact our national economic well-being and 
life style in the future. 
The early adolescent years (ages ten to fifteen) are a 
highly fonnative pericxl for youth. They are often character-
ized as being self-indulgent, rebellious, cranky, turbulent, and 
un-civilized or not capable of serious learning. Others see 
them as being full of curiosity, energetic, imaginative, and full 
of idealism. They are viewed as being questioners of all 
around them, they want to know about many things but most 
questions are self centered: 
What is happening to me? 
Am I interesting? 
Am I having fun? 
What is fun? 
Will it lead me anywhere? 
Am I growing up? 
Why am I changing slower than my peers? 
If I do it will it make me feel like a fool? 
What do I do to be better liked? 
Will I get smarter? 
How can I become stronger? 
Why do I look like this? 
Will I get better looking? 
What kind of person am I? 
Will others like me as I am? 
Does anyone care about me? 
What do I really care about? 
Can I make a difference? 
How does school relate to the rest of my life? 
Many of the questions and behaviors which adolescents are 
experimenting with can have dangerous short- and long-range 
repercussions. Things like: smoking, alcohol and drug use, 
sexual experimentation, inappropriate nutrition, lack of exer-
cise, anti-social activity, gangs, cultism, rebellion against 
school and dropping out 
For most students, the move from elementary school into 
the intennediate grades means moving from a small, self-con-
tained, stable, single-teacher classroom to a less personal, 
larger, multi-teacher environment. In the new setting the 
student experiences more freedom of movement, more choices, 
schedules involving six to seven classes per day and six or 
seven teachers per day. Couple this with the modem trends in 
the family/home life of the adolescent and they are thrust into 
situations with less stability. Along with the unstable home 
comes a constantly changing peer group. Not only are the peer 
groups changing but the system makes it very difficult for 
students to establish any vital and lasting relationship with a 
caring and supportive adult 
The middle grades should provide experiences that pre-
pare children for the transformation through the physical, in-
tellectual, and social development which prepares them for 
adulthood. The middle grades should provide for growth in 
basic skills, critical thinking, democratic citizenship, and 
community service. It must allow them to establish caring re-
lationships and be built on successful experiences; all the time 
providing a stable and supporting school environment. 
A true middle school is a tall order; experience in other 
schools show that it is feasible. The time has come for a 
serious look at the intennediate years at PLS. The middle 
grades demand a school that can change, and change substan-
tially, to meet the requirements of a new era. The school must 
give students a chance in life and help them fulfill each 
individual's promise both academically and personally. 
R e c e i p t s  =  C o m p u t e r s ! ! !  
b y  D e a n  P r i m r o s e  
B u s i n e s s  D e p a r t m e n t  C h a i r  
W e  a r e  o f f  a n d  r u n n i n g  o n  t h e  s c h o o l - w i d e  p r o j e . c t  t o  s a v e  
f o r  c o m p u t e r s !  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  p r i n t i n g  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
a r o u n d  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  i n  H y V e e  r e c e i p t s  a n d  $ 6 , 0 0 0  i n  J a c k ' s  
r e c e i p t s .  
I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  p u t  a n  e n v e l o p e  o n  t h e  r e f r i g -
e r a t o r  t o  r e m i n d  y o u r s e l f  t o  s a v e  t h o s e  r e c e i p t s .  I t  i s  s o  e a s y  
t o  t h r o w  a w a y  a  r e c e i p t  i f  y o u  d o  n o t  s e e  a  r e m i n d e r .  T a l k  t o  
p e o p l e  i n  y o u r  c h u r c h ,  b r i d g e  c l u b ,  c o f f e e  c l u b ,  h e a l t h  c l u b ,  
r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  i n  t o w n  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  I o w a ,  o r  j u s t  a n y  
c o n t a c t s  y o u  c a n  u t i l i z e  a n d  h a v e  t h e m  s e n d  y o u  t h e i r  H y V  e e  
r e c e i p t s .  
P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  J a c k ' s  h a s  r u n  o u t  o f  y e l l o w  r e c e i p t s  a n d  
t h e y  t e l l  m e  t h e  w h i t e  r e c e i p t s  w i l l  a l s o  w o r k .  T h e y  e x p e c t  
m o r e  y e l l o w  p a p e r  s o o n ! ! !  
F a m i l y  M a t h  
b y  D i a n e  M c C a r t y  
4 t h  G r a d e  T e a c h e r  
W h a t  i s  a  w a y  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  t a l k  a n d  h e l p  
e a c h  o t h e r  w h i l e  t h e y  d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m a t h e m a t i -
c a l  c o n c e p t s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s ?  W h a t  a c t i v i t y  i n v o l v e s  p a r e n t s  
a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ,  e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  a n d  d i s c o v -
e r i n g  t o g e t h e r ?  I t  i s  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a  p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  F a m i l y  
M a t h .  F a m i l y  M a t h  i s  a  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o c u s  o n  p a r e n t s  
a n d  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n i n g  m a t h e m a t i c s  t o g e t h e r .  I t  i n t r o d u c e s  
f a m i l i e s  t o  g o o d  i d e a s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  d e v e l o p  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  
s t r a t e g i e s ,  b u i l d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  w i t h  h a n d s -
o n  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  g a i n  a n  a p p r e . c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  
S u c h  a n  e v e n t  w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  i n  
O c t o b e r  f o r  a l l  t h e  P L S  f o u r t h  g r a d e r s  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  D i a n e  
M c C a r t y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  P L S  f o u r t h  g r a d e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  a n d  K a t h i  
L a t t a ,  a  W a t e r l o o  f o u r t h  g r a d e  t e a c h e r ,  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  F a m i l y  
M a t h  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s ,  g u e s t  h o s t i n g  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .  M i s s  J o a n n e  W o l f e ,  
a n o t h e r  P L S  f o u r t h  g r a d e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  S h e l l y  S m i t h  a n d  E r i c  
T o o t ,  t w o  f o u r t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s ,  a l l  a s s i s t e d  i n  m a k i n g  
t h i s  F a m i l y  M a t h  t i m e  a  s u c c e s s .  O v e r  8 5  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  e v e n t  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  c a f e t e r i a  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  
I f  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  a  p e e k  a t  F a m i l y  M a t h  y o u  m i g h t  
h a v e  o b s e r v e d  f a m i l i e s  p l a y i n g  " C i r c u l a r  N i m , "  " A n i m a l  
C r o s s i n g , "  o r  t a p p i n g  o f  f e e t  d u r i n g  a  " t i m e d "  a c t i v i t y .  S p a t i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  c a l c u l a t o r  s k i l l s ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  
e s t i m a t i o n ,  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  g r a p h i n g ,  a n d  t i m e  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  c e n t e r e d  o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
e v e n i n g ' s  s e s s i o n s .  
W h a t  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  t o  s p e n d  
t i m e  t o g e t h e r  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t ' s  f u n ,  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  a n d  i m -
p o r t a n t ?  Y o u  g u e s s e d  i t !  F a m i l y  M a t h ! ! !  
S h a r i n g  a n d  C a r i n g :  A  S i x t h  G r a d e /  
K i n d e r g a r t e n  E x p e r i e n c e  
b y  J a n i c e  B l o c k h u s ,  G r a d e  6  T e a c h e r  
C h e r y l  G r o s v e n o r ,  N / K  T e a c h e r  
L a u r a  P e t e r s e n .  G r a d e  6  T e a c h e r  
C o n n i e  R o u s e ,  N / K  T e a c h e r  
" S i m o n  S a y s ,  p u t  y o u r  l e f t  h a n d  o n  y o u r  r i g h t  e a r .  P u t  
y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d  o n  y o u r  l e f t  k n e e ,  
1 1  
s a i d  a  s i x t h  g r a d e r  t o  h i s  
k i n d e r g a r t e n  f r i e n d .  
1 1
Y  o u ' r e  d o i n g  g r e a t !  
1 1  
T h i s  e x a m p l e  o f  
a  s i x t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t  h e l p i n g  h i s  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f r i e n d  l e a r n  h i s  
l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  i s  j u s t  o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  t u t o r i n g  t h a t  
i s  o c c u r r i n g  a t  P r i c e  L a b  S c h o o l  b e t w e e n  k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  a n d  
s i x t h  g r a d e r s  e a c h  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  f r o m  9 : 0 0  u n t i l  9 : 3 0 .  
T h e  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  a g a i n  t h i s  f a l l  w i t h  a  f r i e n d s h i p  
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  m a k i n g  p u p p e t s .  T h e  s i x t h  g r a d e  
s t u d e n t s  m a d e  p a p e r  b a g  p u p p e t s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  k i n d e r g a r t -
n e r s .  T h e y  s h a r e d  t h e i r  p u p p e t s  a n d  s o m e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  h a d  
a s  k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f r i e n d  a n d  t h e n  
h e l p e d  t h e i r  f r i e n d  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  p u p p e t  
S i x t h  g r a d e r s  t o o k  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  o n  a  p a t r o l  w a l k  a n d  
e x p l a i n e d  s a f e t y  r u l e s  o n e  w e . c k .  F o r  H a l l o w e e n ,  t h e y  m a d e  
c a r d s  a n d  p u t  H a l l o w e e n  s a f e t y  r u l e s  o n  t h e  i n s i d e .  T h i s  i s  a  
g r e a t  w a y  f o r  s i x t h  g r a d e r s  t o  t h i n k  t h r o u g h  w h y  t h o s e  r u l e s  
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i f  t h e y  t r i c k  o r  t r e a t  w i t h o u t  a d u l t  s u p e r v i s i o n !  
D u r i n g  t h e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  d i n o s a u r  u n i t ,  t h e  g r o u p s  d i d  d i n o -
s a u r  d i o r a m a s  t o g e t h e r .  F r o m  f i n d i n g  a n d  d r a w i n g  p a t t e r n s  o n  
t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  t o  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  c h i l d r e n ' s  s t o r y  a n d  
c r e a t i n g  b o o k m r u k s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  e n d  t o  t h e  m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
b e n e f i t s  t h a t  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  h a v i n g  s i x t h  g r a d e r s  a n d  k i n d e r -
g a r t n e r s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r .  
R e s e a r c h  s a y s  t h a t  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t u t o r i n g  
y o u n g e r  o n e s  i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .  T h e s e  b e n e f i t s  s p a n  
t h e  a c a d e m i c ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  l e v e l s  o f  l e a r n i n g .  S o m e  
a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h i s  c r o s s - a g e  l e a r n i n g  
i n c l u d e :  
- - A c a d e m i c  s k i l l s  a r e  i m p r o v e d  b e c a u s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  
a n  e n h a n c e d  s e l f  i m a g e .  
- - C h i l d r e n  h a v e  m o r e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t  
w h i c h  t e n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  s u c c e s s  i n  s c h o o l .  
- - O l d e r  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  f r o m  
y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  b e n e f i t  f r o m  
t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  
- - T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t e a c h i n g  y i e l d s  d e e p e r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  b e i n g  s t u d i e d .  
- - T u t o r i n g  g i v e s  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t i m e  s p e n t  o n  t a s k .  
- - T h e  s t u d e n t  t a k e s  o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  t e a c h e r  
w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a n  o b s e i v a b l e  c h a n g e  i n  b e h a v i o r  a n d  
a t t i t u d e s .  
W e  a r e  s e e i n g  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  p o s i t i v e l y  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  
b o t h  s i x t h  g r a d e r s  a n d  k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  a t  t h e  L a b  S c h o o l  a s  t h e y  
r e i n f o r c e  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  c r e a t e  f r i e n d -
s h i p s  t h a t  g i v e  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  w i t h  o l d e r  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  p r o v i d e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b e i n g  n e e d e d  a n d  u s e f u l .  
Spanish as a Second Language 
at Malcolm Price Laboratory School 
by Argelia Colon de Hawley 
Elementaty Spanish Instructor 
Long befcxe it was being advocated by state and national 
agencies, instruction in a second Janguage ~ an integral part 
of the elementary curriculum at the Malcolm Price Laboratcry 
School Today its Spanish program (carried out with materi-
als and teclmiques developed at the Laboratcry School) serves 
as a model of proficiency-based language instruction. Visi-
tors from around the state and nation, and even from abrood, 
come to observe it A demonstration video, produced in 
cooperation with Dr. Joseph Marche.sani of UNI Television 
Servi~, complements these visits and serves to introdoce the 
approach to those who cannot come to the campus. 
Goals or the QraJ-Proticiency Based Elementary PrQm:am 
Our purpose, based on oral proficiency guidelines, can be 
stated very simply. We propose to pesent in our classes a 
series of I~ through which an elementary school child, 
already proficient in the foW' basic skills of the native lan-
guage, may acquire these same skills at the novice level of a 
second language. In doing so, we provide an atmosphere 
which encourages interest, confidence and exploration, and 
creates a positive attitude toward the learning of the new 
language and the exploration of its culture. 
The Lower Elementary Grades 
At the Labcxatory School, first secood and third graders 
have only 40 to 50 min~ of Spanish pel' week. This is a time 
f<X' them to become acquainted with the Janguage; for having 
fun while they learn sounds and words and something about 
the culture. Cultural elements are integrated into the language 
learning. In addition, special programs, such as Foreign 
Language Wttk and the Amigos del c;aseUano, make their 
contributions. <Amigos del casteUano is a cooperative pro-
gram in which sixth graders work with first graders, fifth with 
second graders, fourth with third graders.) 
This is a type of exploratory or experience program. As 
the Iowa Departtnent of Education Guide to Curriculum De-
velopment in Foreign Language observes, "Exploratay pro-
grams provide a foundation for later language study. These 
programs introduce students to foreign language learning and 
to people of the world through the study of language and 
culture." 
The Upper EJementaa Grades 
Fourth, fifth and sixth graders have a 30 minute period for 
Spanish every day, and it is in the fourth grade that they begin 
NOVICIADAS, a program developed at the Laboratcry School 
that includes ten "horizontal units." These units are called 
"horizontal" because each deals with a different semantic 
area, but eoch is of approximately the same difficulty as the 
othm. Rathtt than erecting a structure in which one lesson is 
supported by the lessons learned previously, each unit in 
NOVICIADAS is approached from the beginning, as if it were 
the first The units are horizontal because they are equal, and 
independent of each other. All grammatical structures are 
taught essentially as vocabulary, and the learning of the 
vocabulary of one unit does not presuppose knowledge of the 
vocabulary of any othtt unit A new student, or a student who 
has not done well in one unit, can begin the next almost even 
with the other members of the class. Within eoch unit there is 
a sequence, but it is an activity-based sequence, not a sequence 
directly related to the structure of the language. Yet the skills 
ocquired in the one unit will make the next one easier, and thus 
create a sense of progressing at an even faster pace. 
The first step is the study of the vocabulary. Next, the 
children take turns intetviewing and being interviewed. As 
soon as the first students are ready, they are evaluated, one at 
a time, by the teacher or by a representative of the teacher. At 
the laboratory school we use university students who are 
participants or stuclent teachers, but these representatives 
might be aides or more advanced students. The children who 
have completed the evaluation interview then help the odK7S 
with practice interviews, until everyone is finished. 
A mm, or lodge, is established for eoch unit and, after the 
children have been evaluated, they are assigned the rank they 
will hold in it, oosed on the degree of proficiency demon-
strated in the intttview. All students namally are able to 
master the essentials of eoch unit, and their ochievements are 
recognized by admitting them, in an appropriately elaborate 
ceremony, to the indicated pena, eoch named for an animal. 
This, in turn, gives them a right to participate in interesting 
activities. 
A very impo:tant "fringe benefit" of such a program is the 
convenient entrance built into the program for the new stu-
dent, or for the student who has much difficulty initially, but 
then wanns to the subject later on. Fmding a natural and 
relatively effortless way of integrating the student into the 
second Janguage classroom removes the major barrier that our 
educatiooal system has erected against a state-wide or natioo-
wide program of second language leaning in the elementary 
school. 
Integration of culturally oriented materials into the lan-
guage learning sequence is also an important feature of NOVI-
CIADAS. 
Report to Parents on Student Promuu 
In addition to inviting puents to attend the ceremonies in 
which their children are inducted into each successive mm as 
the corresponding unit is mastered, eoch child's progress is 
reported to the parents once each semester in a bilingual 
evaluation. 
B e c o m i n g  a n  I n f o r m e d  C i t i z e n  
b y  J a m e s  H a n t u l a  
S o c i a l  S t u d e n t s  D e p a r t m e n t  C h a i r  
A  m a j o r  g o a l  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S n 1 d i e s  p r o g r a m  a t  M a l c o l m  
P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  i n f o r m e d  c i t i z e n s .  
B e c o m i n g  i n f o r m e d  i n v o l v e s  s t u d e n t s  i n  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  d i f f e r -
e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  E s p e c i a l l y  e m p h a s i z e d  i s  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  
m u l t i c u l t u r a l  a n d  n o n s e x i s t  v i e w s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  
s t u d e n t s  l i v e .  
I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  M a l c o l m  P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l ,  s e v e r d l  
c u l t u r e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I n  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  a b o u t  1 2 %  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t  b o d y  i s  o t h e r  t h a n  " w h i t e , "  n o t  o f  h i s p a n i c  o r i g i n .  T h e  
1 9 9 0 - 9 1  R a c e / E t h n i c  E n r o l l m e n t  o f  M a l c o l m  P r i c e  L a b o r a -
t o r y  S c h o o l  i s  n o t e d  b e l o w  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t :  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  g r a d e  1 1 - 1 2  a n d  v a r i o u s  e l e c -
t i v e s  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  H u m a n i t i e s ,  E c o n o m i c s ,  L a w  R e l a t e d  
E d u c a t i o n ,  M o d e m  W o r l d ,  a n d  P s y c h o l o g y  i n  g r a d e s  1 1 - 1 2 .  
T h e  g o a l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a n  i n f o r m e d  c i t i z e n  i s  s h a r e d  b y  
t e a c h e r ,  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  p a r e n t  O n e  w a y  p a r e n t s  c a n  h e l p  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  i s  t o  d i s c u s s  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  a t  h o m e  
w a t c h i n g  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  n e w s  b r o a d c a s t s .  A n o t h e r  w a y  i s  t o  
o b s e r v e  s p e c i a l  d a y s  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  b y  a  c o m m e n t  a s  t o  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  d a y s  s u c h  a s  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  
s o m e  o f  t h e s e  d a y s  a r e :  A i d s  W o r l d  A w a r e n e s s  D a y  ( D e c e m -
b e r  3 ,  1 9 9 0 ) ,  H u m a n  R i g h t s  D a y  ( D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ) ,  B i l l  o f  
R i g h t s  D a y  ( D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 9 0 ) .  A b o l i t i o n  o f  S l a v e r y  ( D e -
c e m b e r  1 8  - 1 3 t h  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i r u t i o n ) ,  a n d  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  I o w a  ( D e c e m b e r  2 8 ,  1 8 4 6 ) .  
A  t h i r d  w a y  t o  
h e l p  c h i l d r e n  
f o u r  f o r e i g n  s t u -
d e n t s  a r e  a t t e n d -
i n g  M a l c o l m  
P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  
S c h o o l .  T h e y  a r e :  
M a l c o l m  P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l  
1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 1  R a c e / E t h n i c  E n r o l l m e n t  
b e c o m e  i n -
f o r m e d  c i t i z e n s  
i s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
Y  u k i e  M o r i  f r o m  
J a p a n ,  M a r y  l i n e  
T h e u r e t  f r o m  
F r a n c e ,  D a n i e l a  
K o e r t n e r  f r o m  
G e r m a n y ,  a n d  
E l i z a b e t h  R e -
q u e n a  f r o m  C h i l e .  
O t h e r  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c u l -
t u r e s  a r e  m a d e  
w h e n  U n i v e r s i t y  
~ 
6  
4 8 6  
2 3  
2 9  
5  
5 4 9  
R a c e / E t h n i c  
A m .  I n d i a n /  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e  
W h i t e  
B l a c k  
A s i a n  o r  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r  
H i s p a n i c  
T o t a l  
o f  N o r t h e r n  I o w a  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  c l a s s e s .  
I n  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  i n f o r m e d  c i t i z e n s ,  s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s  t e a c h e r s  u s e  s e v e r a l  a p p r o a c h e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  f o s t e r -
i n g  k n o w l e . d g e ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s  t o  
s o c i e t y .  S p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  i s  p l a c e d  o n  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n s ,  
B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s ,  H i s p a n i c  A m e r i c a n s ,  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s ,  
a n d  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d .  T h e  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  e q u a l  o p p o r t u -
n i t y  f o r  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  a g e ,  n a t i o n a l  
o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  h a n d i c a p .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  t e a c h e r s  f o s t e r  k n o w l e d g e ,  
r e s p e c t  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t o  s o c i e t y .  T h e  p r o g r a m  a l s o  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  r o l e s  o p e n  t o  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
a n d  p r o v i d e s  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b o t h  s e x e s .  A s  s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  d i v e r s i t y  i n  
e v e r y  u n i t ,  g r a d e ,  a n d  c o u r s e .  
I l l u s t r a t i v e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  " c e l e b r a t i o n s "  i n c l u d e  
s t u d i e s  o f  h o l i d a y s  i n  m a n y  c u l t u r e s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  g r a d e s  N -
K ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r o c e s s e s  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  J a p a n  i n  g r a d e  
1 ,  u n i t s  o f  s r u d y  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  a n d  C h i n a  i n  
g r a d e s  2  a n d  3 ,  r e g i o n a l  g e o g r a p h y  s t u d i e d  i n  g r a d e  4 ,  A m e r i -
c a n  a n d  I o w a  h i s t o r y  i n  g r a d e  5 ,  W o r l d  S t u d i e s  i n  g r a d e  6 ,  
A m e r i c a n  S r u d i e s  i n  g r a d e  7 ,  W o r l d  G e o g r a p h y  i n  G r a d e  8 ,  
W o r l d  H i s t o r y  i n  G r a d e  9 ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H i s t o r y  i n  g r a d e  1 0 ,  
E k n L .  
2  
2 5 5  
9  
1 8  
4  
2 8 8  
~ 
4  
2 3 1  
1 4  
1 1  
1  
2 6 1  
P e r c e n t  
1 . 1 %  
8 8 . 5  
4 . 2  
5 . 3  
. 9  
1 0 0 %  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
c i t i z e n s h i p  b y  
a c t i n g  a s  a  
" g o o d "  c i t i z e n  
b y  v o t i n g  a n d  
a s s i s t i n g  o t h e r s  
i n  a  c h u r c h ,  s o -
c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  
o r  p o l i t i c a l  
g r o u p .  I n  m a n y  
w a y s ,  t h e  b e s t  
t e a c h e r  o f  i n -
f o r m e d  c i t i z e n -
s h i p  i s  a  p a r e n t ( s ) .  T o g e t h e r ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  a r e  r o l e  
m o d e l s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  b e c o m i n g  i n f o r m e d  c i t i z e n s .  S t u d e n t s  
b e c o m e  t h e  c i t i z e n s  w h i c h  w e  a r e .  
W o r l d  A I D S  A w a r e n e s s  D a y  
" T h r e a d s ,  N c c d l e s ,  a n d  P a t c h e s "  h a s  b e e n  p c r f  o n n e d  a t  
m a n y  s i g h t s  w i t h i n  a n d  o u L \ i d c  I o w a  I  [ o w c v e r ,  m a n y  t e a c h -
e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  f \ . i  ' U B S  h a v e  n o t  s e . c n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
A s  p a r t  o f  W o r l d  A I D S  A w a r e n e s s  D a y  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  a l l  
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  a < ; s e m b l y  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  i n  B u t 7 j e r  
A u d i t o r i u m ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t h  p e r i o d .  A  p r e - p e r f  o n n a n c e  
a c t i v i t y  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
" T h r e a d s ,  N e e d l e s ,  a n d  P a t c h e s "  a n d  a  f o l l o w  u p  q u e s t i o n  a n d  
a n s w e r  s e s s i o n .  P a r e n t < ;  o f  N U H S  s t u d e n t s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  
a t t e n d .  
I  
I  
I  
- -
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
*NEIBA JH & HS 
Honor Band 
BBB-Vinton Tour.-H-
6:30 p.m. 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
NICL Speech Fest. *High School Band, JH BB-Dike-4:00 SW-Newton-T-9:00 
BCL-UW (Conrad) Orch, Choral G-H, B-T 
F/S BB-GC-6:30 Concert-8:00 p.m. B/G BB-N.Tama-T F/S BB-Denver-9:00 
B-H, G-T (Traer)-6:30 B-H, G-T 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
SW-Marsh-T -4:30 JH BB-Denver-4:30 F/S BB-Hudson-9:00 
B-H, G-T G-H, B-T 
*Jazz Band Reh- 8/G BB-GC-T-6:30 SW-CF-T (Holmes) 
8:15-9:15 P.M. 10:00 
B/G BB-Dike-H-6:30 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
F/S BB-Union-6:30 Spring Play Spring Play Winter Arts Celeb. B/G BB-Denver-H-
B-H, G-T (LaPorte) Auditions-3:45 Auditions-3:20 1 :45-Butzier Aud. 6:30 
PAC Meeting 8/G BB-Hudson-H Spring Play 
7:00 p.m. 6:30 Auditions-3:20 HOLIDAY BREAK 
*Jazz Band Reh- BEGINS-3:00 p.m.-----
8:15-9:15 p.m. 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
HOLIDAY BREAK------- t---------------------------------- r----------------------------------
.,_ _________________________________ ,_ _________________________________ 
30 31 
HOLIDAY BREAK 
* Indicates a change DECEMBER 1990 
• • • 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 
HOLIDAY BREAK------- ~--------------------------------- ~--------------------------------- --------------------------------- F/S BB-Dike-9:00 
G-H, B-T 
SW-CF-H-7:00 B/G BB-AG-T (Ackley) 
6:30 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
CLASSES RESUME JH BB-N.Tama-4:00 *Jazz Band Reh. B/G BB-BCL-UW-T F/S BB-Eldora-9:00 
B-H, G-T (Traer) 8:15-9:15 p.m. (Conrad)-6:30 B-H, G-T 
F/S BB-N.Tama-6:30 B/G BB-ENP-H-6:30 SW West lnv.-9:00 
G-H, B-T (Traer) 
JV N GBB Plainfield-
H-6:30 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Dorian Vocal Festival- ---------------------------------- JH BB-Union Mid- *Jazz Band Reh- SW-Vinton-H-4:30 F/S BB-N.-Tama-9:00 
4:15 B-H, G-T (Dys) 8:15-9:15 p.m. B-H, G-T (Traer) 
B/G BB-Uniont-H-6:30 
End 2nd Quarter 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
NICL Vodal Festival F/S BB-AG-6:30 *Jazz Band Reh JH BB-Denver-4:00 District Speech-
Ackley-Geneva B-H, G-T (Ackley) 8:15-9:15 p.m. G-H, B-T Large Group 
PAC Meeting-&;00 B/G BB-N.Tama-H 
6:30 
27 28 29 30 31 
F/S BB-BCL-UW-6:30 JH BB-Dike-4:00 JH Band, Orch, 
G-H, B-T (Conrad) 8-H, G-T Chorus Concert 
8/G BB-Dike-T-6:30 8:00 p.m. 
*Jazz Band Reh. 
8:15-9:15 p.m. 
* Indicates a change JANUARY 1991 
Cross Country Team Runner-up at State 
by Bob Lee 
Cross Cmmtry Coach 
The 1990 NU High cross COlUltry team finished secood in 
this year's state meet The Little Panthers had earlier captured 
the NICL title and the District title. The team ended the year 
as one of the top four ·~ ever" at NU (behind the State 
championship teams of 1984 and 1985 plus the State runners-
up of 1983). 
Senior Merl Schmits, with a time of 17:28, led the team 
with his 12th place finish in the field of 124 runners. Junior 
Justin Hartman was 19th in 17:47. Senior Lief Bentley was 
31st in 18:04 closely followed by junior Scott Clausen (44th 
in 18:19) and sophomore Joel Congdon (45th in 18:21). 
Rounding out the state meet team were juniors Qla(1 Galles 
(85th in 19:14) and Neal Westin (86th in 19:21). The runners 
ran the 3. l mile race at Ames' Veenker Golf Course on 
Saturday, November 3. 
Not only was the team excellent in their running but also 
in their schoolworlc. The seventeen team members combined 
for a 3.06 grade point average during the cros.s country season, 
earning them Academic Excellence recognition from the 
Iowa High School Athletic Association. 
Integrating the Laboratory School 
Across Campus 
For over a hundred years, the University of Northern 
Iowa has been recognized for its excellence in teacher educa-
tion. One of the hallmarks of the teacher preparation program 
has been a hands-on approach through regularly scheduled 
clinical experiences in the Laboratory School for prospective 
teachers. 
In an effort to assure that the resources of the Laboratory 
School remain a major component of the teacher education 
program, Dr. Thomas Switzer, De.an of the College of Educa-
tion, has taken leadership in facilitating greater communica-
tion between faculty in the Laboratory School and faculty in 
the other departments across campus. 
One avenue of communication has been faculty ex-
changes. This year, Dr. Glenn Nelson from the Mathematics 
and Computer Science Department, is teaching third grade in 
the Laboratory School. Dr. Marc Yoder from the Laboratory 
School is teaching in the Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction. Ms. Jan Blockhus, faculty member from the 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction, is teaching sixth 
grade at the Lalxxatory School. 
Another avenue for integration of the Laboratory School 
into the teacher education program across campus has been 
the development of teaching teams both in the Laboratory 
School and in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
for delivery of instruction in both deputments. This year, 
Betty Strub and Judith Gish, primary instructors in the Labo-
ratory School, have teamed with Joon Duea from the Depart-
ment of Curriculum and Instruction to teach two sectiom of 
Elementary Curriculum. David Christensen and Maribelle 
Betterton, fifth grade instructors in the Laboratory School, are 
also teaching courses in the Department of Cwriculum and In-
struction. Dave · teaches a science methods course and Mar-
ibelle teoches a reading and language arts methods course. 
Lynn Nielsen, Elementary Principal and Judith Finkelstein, 
Associate Director of the Regent's Center for :Early Develop-
mental Education are team teaching two sections of the 
elementary social studies methods course. 
All of these arrangements are contingent upon the coq>-
eration and teamworlc of everyone involved. But one might 
ask, who is with the children when c~ instructors are 
teaching university courses? The Laboratory School has been 
privileged this year to hire Kay Treiber as a third team member 
in the fifth grade unit and a fifth member of the Unit III team. 
Kay starts her day in the fifth grade teaching social studies. 
She then moves to Unit m where she rea;hes social studi~. 
science and mathematics. She ends her day back in fifth grade 
tea;hing language arts. Kay is a graduate of the University of 
Northern Iowa with a Bachel<r's Degree in elementary educa-
tion. Her previous experiences have included teaching as-
signments in nursery ,'kindergarten and contract substituting 
throughout the elementary school. 
Through the cooperative efforts soch as these, the Labo-
ratory School will cootinue to be an integrated and vital part 
of the University's teacher p-eparation program into the twenty-
first century and beyood. 
Winter Arts Celebration 
Come one, come all! On Thursday, December 20, 1990 
at 1:45 p.m. in the Butzier Auditorium of Price Labcxatcxy 
School, the upper elementary students (grades 4-6) will pres-
ent a winter program. Planned by the art, music, drama and 
physical education faculty, the program will give parents a 
chance to see some of the activities that occur in each disci-
pline. Original art work will be on display as the students sing, 
move, play instruments, dramatiz.e and speak. Parents, faculty 
and friends are invited to come enjoy a feast fer the ey~, ears 
and spirit 
A similar program featuring the lower elementary stu-
dents (N/K-3) is planned fer the spring. Watch your PLS 
newsletter for a specific date and time. 
1 ,  
S c i e n c e  C o r n e r  
O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  P L S  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  h a d  t r e m e n d o u s  s u p -
p o r t  a n d  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  p a r e n t s  a n d  f r i e n d s  i n  h e l p i n g  c o l l e c t  
i t e m s  f o r  u s e  i n  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s .  T h e s e  f r e q u e n t l y  a r c  i t e m s  o f  
l i t t l e  v a l u e  t o  y o u  b u t  a r e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  t o  o u r  s c i e n c e  p r o g r a m .  
T h i s  m o n t h  w e  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a t e r i a l s :  
P a p e r  t o w e l  t u b e s  
1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3  p o u n d  c o f f e e  c a n s  w i t h  l i d s  
C l e a n  b a b y  f o o d  j a r s  w i t h  l i d s  
P l a s t i c  f i l m  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  l i d s  
E m p t y  p i l l  b o u l e s  w i t h  l i d s  
E m p t y  P r i n g l e s  c a n s  w i t h  l i d s  
A l l  m a t e r i a l s  s h o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  M r .  C h r i s t e n s e n  i n  t h e  
f i f t h  g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p .  
w i a v  
f { ( ) U ~ a P !  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r  P u t s  A c a d e m i c  
T h e o r i e s  i n t o  C l a s s r o o m  P r a c t i c e  
b y  C a r o l  Y a t e s  
F r e e  L a n c e  W r i t e r / P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  S p e c i a l i s t  
G l e n n  N e l s o n  e x c h a n g e d  c l a s s r o o m s  t h i s  y e a r .  L a s t  y e a r  
h e  t a u g h t  e l e m e n t a r y  m a t h  m e t h o d s  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  M a t h e m a t -
i c s  a n d  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N o r t h e r n  I o w a ;  t h i s  y e a r  h e ' s  p u t t i n g  h i 5  t e a c h i n g  t h e o r i e s  i n t o  
p r a c t i c e  i n  a  t h i r d  g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m  a t  P r i c e  L a b o r a t o r y  S c h o o l .  
N e l s o n ' s  m o v e  i n t o  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  c l a s s r o o m  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  t h e o r i e s ,  r e f l e c t s  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  
t o w a r d  p u t t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  
T h e  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h  a n d  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e ,  
w h o  t h i n k s  o f  h i m s e l f  " a s  a n  e d u c a t o r  w h o  w o r k s  i n  m a t h , "  i s  
r e i n f o r c i n g  h i s  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  h o w  e l e m e n t a r y  m a t h  f i t s  i n t o  t h e  
t o t a l  a c a d e m i c  c u r r i c u l u m .  " A c a d e m i c  a r e a s  a r e  n o t  c o m p a r t -
m e n t a l i z e d ;  t h e y  s h a r e  a  l o t  o f  c o m m o n  t h r e a d s ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  
I ' v e  b e e n  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  m e t h o d s  c o u r s e s .  I ' v e  f o u n d  t h a t  
s o m e  t r u i s m s  i n  m a t h  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  a r t s , "  N e l s o n  s a y s  a f t e r  t e a c h i n g  
t h i r d  g r a d e  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  
W i t h  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h i r d  
g r a d e  l e v e l s ,  p l u s  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  j u n i o r  h i g h  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
N e l s o n  b e l i e v e s  h e  i s  a  c r e d i b l e  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r  f o r  e l e m e n -
t a r y  m a t h  m e t h o d s .  " B u t  n o w ,  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  h a v e  e v e n  m o r e  
c r e d i b i l i t y .  I ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d r a w  o n  m y  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h e n  
I  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s r o o m  n e x t  f a l l . "  
N e l s o n  e x c h a n g e d  c l a s s r o o m s  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  c o l l e g e .  P h i l i p  E a s t ,  d e p a r t -
m e n t  h e a d  o f  M a t h  a n d  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ,  n o t e s  N e l s o n ' s  e x -
p e r i e n c e  " p r o v i d e s  m u c h  n e e d e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t e a c h i n g  
o t h e r s  h o w  t o  t e a c h .  A t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l ,  f a c u l t y  g e t  t i m e  
t o  t h i n k  a n d  c r e a t e  t h e o r i e s ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  f a c u l t y  t r y  o u t  
t h e i r  t h e o r i e s .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  e x c h a n g e  i 5  u s e f u l  f o r  a n y o n e  a n d  
p u t s  r e a l i s m  i n t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  t h e o r y . "  
E a s t  e n c o u r a g e s  c r e a t i n g  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
P r i c e  L a b  S c h o o l  a n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ~ .  " W h e n  y o u  b r i n g  t h e s e  
g r o u p s  t o g e t h e r  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  g o o d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  b y  
d e v e l o p i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a n d  o p e n i n g  l i n e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a -
t i o n . "  
" N e l s o n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r  
p r e p a r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  b u t  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  P L S  a s  w e l l .  I n  t h e  
t h i r d  g r a d e  m a t h  u n i t s ,  N e l s o n  e m p h a s i z e s  m e n t a l  m a t h  a n d  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  t h e  c a l c u l a t o r .  " W e  w a n t  s t u d e n t s  t o  
k n o w  h o w  t o  d o  m e n t a l  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  T o  d o  t h i s ,  t h e y  n e e d  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i d e a s  o f  u n i t s  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  p e n c i l  a n d  p a p e r . "  
N e l s o n ' s  t h i r d  g r a d e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  t h e o r y  d u r i n g  a  
u n i t  o n  m e t r i c  m e a s u r e m e n t .  A  t h i r d  g r a d e  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  
i n d i c a t e  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s  o n e  m e t e r  i n  h e i g h t  a n d  w i d t h  - - h e ' s  
c h e c k e d  b y  a  m e t e r  s t i c k  t h e  s t u d e n t s  m a d e  a n d  i s  v e r y  
a c c u r a t e .  
T h e  g r o u p  n e x t  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  c o n s i s t e n t  u n i t  o f  
m e a s u r e m e n t .  U s i n g  t h e i r  m e t e r  s t i c k s ,  t h e y  m e a s u r e  c h a l k -
b o a r d s ,  d e s k  t o p s ,  a n d  d o o r w a y s  t o  f i n d  o b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  o n e  
m e t e r ,  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  a n d  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e t e r .  
G l e n n  N e l ~ o n  m o v e s  a m o n g  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  o f f e r i n g  i d e a s ,  
a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s .  " I t ' s  g r e a t  b e i n g  w h e r e  i t  h a p p e n s  i n  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m . "  
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How to Help your Student 
Succeed in School 
by: N. Teig 
Acting Secondary Principal 
1. Send your student to school in a good frame of mind. 
2. Build up your student's confidence. "I am proud of you. 
I know you will do well. You are a hard worker." 
3. Praise your student a lot for doing something well, espe-
cially if it is not usually their strong point 
4. Do not heap praise on unsatisfactory work, for work not 
up to par. Do not criticize; just do not praise. 
5. Expect to see samples of school work regularly. Ask for 
it. 
6. Support the teacher and the school. If you have a com-
plaint, take it up with the teacher. Don't mention it to the 
student. CNe wouldn't be caught dead criticizing you!) 
7. Take what you hear with a grain of salt 
8. Have books around the house, either the library's or your 
own. Have a dictionary for sure; other reference books if 
possible. 
9. Keep your student well supplied with school supplies, 
even if he must go without treats. All workers must have tools. 
The nicer they are the better they work -- usually. 
10. Show real interest in school. Attend PIP meetings, class 
functions, etc. Teachers take more interest in students whose 
parents they know personally. It's not "favoritism," it's just 
that knowing the parent makes the student more "real" to the 
teacher. The more the teacher knows the student, the more the 
teacher cares about the student 
11. Encourage your student to inquire. Don't put them off. If 
you don't know the answer, encourage them to look it up or 
figure it out.. Then check to see how they did. 
12. Look over your student's homework and encourage them 
to do it carefully. In the end though, it is their responsibility 
and not yours or mine. The student must remember to do it and 
to bring it to school each day. Haim Ginott in Teacher and 
Child made some good points. He said, "Homework is the 
responsibility of the child. When parents take over, they entcr 
a trap. Homework may be.come a student's weapon to punish, 
exploit, and worry their parents. Much misery is avoided 
when parents show little interest in the minute details of their 
student's assignments and instead convey to them clearly, 
"Homework is for you what work is for us--a personal respon-
sibility." 
Thanks for taking the time to read all of this. If you made it 
all the way through, you are a TERRIFIC PARENT! And if I 
haven't told you lately, let me tell you now ... YOU HAVE A 
REALLY NICE S1UDENT! 
Announcements 
Winter Break; Winter Break begins at 3:00 on Friday, 
December 21. Classes will resume on Monday, January 7 at 
the regularly schoouled time. 
End of First Semester; First semester of the academic year 
1990-91 will end on Friday, January 18. Second semester 
begins on Monday, January 21. Grades will be compiloo and 
mailed to parents. 
PLS Newsletter: This issue covers the months of December 
and January because of the shortened instructional period in 
each month. The next issue will come out February 1, 1991. 
Elementary School Hours: Elementary school hours are from 
8:30 am. to 3:00 p.m. A number of children are arriving at 
school up to forty-five minutes before school starts. We ask 
that parents would make every effort to see that children do not 
arrive at school prior to 8:15 a.m. Children who do arrive 
before 8: 15 am are asked to sit quietly in the lobby of the 
school. We ask for the cooperation of parents in this regard. 
Computer Lab Update: During the 1989-90 school year, the 
Laboratory School received $45,000 for the purchase of 
computers. With this level of funding, approximately 20 
Apple computers and several printers were purchased to equip 
a computcr laboratory located in the space formerly housing 
the costume room. When remodeling is completoo in January, 
there will be space for approximately 15-18 machines in this 
area. In addition, funding was available over the last year to 
purchase nine acklitional machines which are presently housoo 
in the Business Department 
McFund's Ltd, F@d-Raising Program: During the first week 
of October, elementary children at PLS volunteered to partici-
pate in a fund-raising program selling cheese, meat, choco-
lates, etc. This program was a great success. Approximately 
$6,500 was raised which will be used to make improvements 
in the elementary playground. 
Malcolm Price Laboratory School 
University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
